




























































































for  2010  would  likely  total  £6  billion  (BBC  2011);  a  few  months  earlier,  in  October,  the 
































































































































































                                                 
4 Similar  initiatives were undertaken at  the domestic  level  though,  in Parliamentary systems 
where  the  constitutional  doctrine  holds  that  no  Parliament  can  bind  its  successor,  these 
tended to be symbolic rather than binding. This, for example was true of attempts to impose 
balanced budget  legislation.  If  successful, balanced budget  legislation, or  similar  laws which 
limit  fiscal  policy making  powers, would  effectively  eliminate  the  ability  of  government  to 
spend during downturns. Given that tax  increases were also discouraged, or capped through 
legislation,  the  effect  would  be  to  remove  the  Keynesian  policy  option.    Balanced  budget 



















































































                                                 
5 For example, Jenson and St. Martin (2003, 94) point out that in Canada ‘in‐work benefits’ are 
the new  instrument of choice, where government covers  the difference between needs and 






























































	 1978	 1983	 1988	 1993	 1998	 2003	 2008	
		Lowest	quintile	 3,500	 2,400 2,900 1,200 1,300 3,000	 3,700	
		Second	quintile	 26,100	 21,100 22,900 16,100 17,300 20,900	 23,400
		Third	quintile	 48,700	 43,500 46,300 38,500 39,900 43,300	 47,100
		Fourth	quintile	 71,000	 67,200 72,100 64,800 68,000 71,800	 77,500



















	 1978 1983 1993 1998 2003	 2008	
		Lowest	quintile	 1.3	 0.9	 0.5	 0.5	 1	 1.2	
		Second	quintile	 9.6	 8.3	 6.7	 6.5	 7.3	 7.4	
		Third	quintile	 17.9	 17.1	 16	 15.1	 15.1	 14.9	
		Fourth	quintile	 26.1	 26.4	 26.9	 25.7	 25	 24.5	

















	 1978	 1983	 1988	 1993	 1998	 2003	 2008	
		Lowest	quintile	 12,100	 12,200 13,900 12,600 11,800 13,200	 14,500	
		Second	quintile	 30,000	 27,500 28,900 26,100 26,500 28,900	 31,500	
		Third	quintile	 46,500	 42,700 44,000 40,000 40,700 44,300	 48,500	
		Fourth	quintile	 63,600	 59,900 61,900 57,500 59,900 64,900	 71,200	


























	 1978 1983 1988 1993 1998 2003	 2008
		Lowest	quintile	 4.7	 5.1	 5.5	 5.5	 4.8	 4.9	 4.9	
		Second	quintile	 11.8	 11.4	 11.5	 11.3	 10.8	 10.7	 10.6	
		Third	quintile	 18.3	 17.7	 17.6	 17.3	 16.6	 16.5	 16.3	
		Fourth	quintile	 25	 24.9	 24.7	 24.8	 24.4	 24.1	 23.9	












































































	 1984	 1999	 2005	
Bottom	10%	 ‐2,100	 ‐6,570	 ‐9,600	
Second	 780	 120	 10	
Third		 7,770	 6,820	 6,000	
Fourth	 24,630	 26,150	 25,500	
Fifth	 52,260	 57,120	 63,250	
Sixth	 83,130	 93,850	 109,050	
Seventh	 120,690	 148,610	 173,590	
Eighth	 170,210	 221,770	 263,000	
Ninth	 256,740	 344,890	 413,750	














	 1984	 1999	 2005	
Bottom	10%	 ‐0.5	 ‐0.6	 ‐0.6	
Second	 0.1	 0	 0	
Third		 0.5	 0.4	 0.2	
Fourth	 1.7	 1.3	 1.1	
Fifth	 3.5	 2.8	 2.5	
Sixth	 5.6	 4.7	 4.4	
Seventh	 8.2	 7.4	 6.9	
Eighth	 11.5	 11	 10.5	
Ninth	 17.5	 17.4	 16.8	




















                                                 
9 The 1996  federal spending and program changes  that were made with  the  introduction of 
the Canada Health  and  Social  Transfer  (CHST)  allowed  for  considerable  experimentation by 
provinces  in  the  redesigning of assistance programs.   Along with  the  tightening of eligibility 
and  benefit  levels  came  a  dramatic  reduction  in  the  number  of  Canadians  able  to  rely  on 
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